
Quick Facts about OII 

Q OII does not work for the Washington State 
Attorney General’s Office. OII is an 
independent agency. 

Q OII is not an oversight agency. It will be the 
lead agency conducting the criminal 
investigation. 

Q OII does not conduct an internal affairs 
investigation or an administrative review.  

Q OII does not determine if you are put on 
administrative leave or when you will return 
to duty. 

Q OII does not investigate an incident for the 
Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC) 
for decertification. 

The Washington State Office of Independent 
Investigations (OII) conducts independent 
investigations of use of deadly force incidents 
involving law enforcement. 

This information sheet is intended to provide 
a general understanding of what officers can 
expect during an OII investigation. 

Information for law 
enforcement officers 



What to Expect for 
Involved Officers 

Q OII will collect your uniform and equipment as 
evidence based on the facts and circumstances 
of the investigation.   

Q OII will keep weapons collected as evidence, 
whether personally owned or issued by your 
agency, until the case is adjudicated or the 
prosecutor with jurisdiction approves the release. 

Q If feasible, you and/or your attorney may be 
present during a round count of your firearm. 

Q OII will request voluntary interviews with all 
officers that were on scene during an incident so 
that all facts regarding the incident are known.  

Q Any officer may have legal representation present 
during an interview if they choose. 

Q OII will not accept compelled statements from 
you, your agency, or your attorney. 

Q OII will notify the involved agency before it 
releases any video of the incident or the names 
of any officers. 

Q OII will provide the involved agency with a copy 
of any news release in advance. 

Q Once OII completes its investigation, the entire 
investigation file will be provided to the local 
prosecuting attorney’s office who will be given 
time to review.  

Q OII will provide a detailed Final Case Report 
summarizing its investigative findings for public 
review once the investigation is complete. This 
report will be provided to the involved agency 
before it is public. 

Q By statute, OII cannot give information about 
the investigation to any member of the involved 
agency except the chief or sheriff in limited 
circumstances. Visit oii.wa.gov for more 
about OII including its Involved Agency 
Protocols. 
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