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PROVIDING 
INVESTIGATIONS 
OF POLICE USE OF 
DEADLY FORCE

Mission

Vision

Values
•	 We conduct ourselves with Integrity because everyone 

deserves to be treated with honesty, dignity, and respect. 

•	 We work with unwavering Dedication because everyone is 
entitled to the truth. 

•	 We will be Accountable because building trust requires 
transparency. 

•	 We progress through continuous Improvement because 
changing the way we do things takes courage and 
thoughtfulness. 

•	 We are committed to Equity because it is time for change. 

To conduct fair, thorough, transparent, and competent 
investigations. 

All investigations of police use of force will be free from 
bias and trusted by everyone.

What We Do

The Washington State Office of Independent Investigations 
(OII) is a limited law enforcement agency created in 2021 to 
investigate officer involved shootings and other use of 
deadly force by law enforcement.

Note – As a new and growing agency, OII is not yet operating 
statewide. Visit oii.wa.gov to see where we are investigating. 

•	 24/7, 365-day response to use of deadly force incidents by law 
enforcement. 

•	 Conducting the entire criminal investigation including:

•	 Responding to the scene.

•	 Processing the crime scene. 

•	 Officer processing. 

•	 Canvassing for witnesses and video evidence. 

•	 Other tasks such as collecting body worn camera video, in-car 
video, radio transmissions, reports, witness interviews, attending 
autopsies, and sending evidence for forensic testing.

•	 Assigning a family liaison to work with the family of the deceased.

•	 Sending the investigative file and a Final Case Report to the local 
prosecutor when the  OII investigation is done. 

•	 Posting our Final Case Report to oii.wa.gov for public review. 

OII does not make charging recommendations. The local prosecutor 
decides whether to charge an officer. 

OII can open new investigations of cases previously investigated if 
new material evidence is provided that was not included in the initial 
investigation.  

As of December 1, 2024, OII investigates only incidents that result in 
a death. 

The 11-member OII Advisory Board works with our agency 
reviewing and providing input on agency policies.
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WE ALSO HAVE PROGRAMS FOR:

WHERE OII IS RESPONDING, OUR WORK INCLUDES:

Family 
Support

Tribal 
Relation

Community 
Relations

OII is not part of any existing law enforcement agency. It is an 
independent state agency. Conducting investigations is one part of OII. 

The OII Difference 

Regions of Operations
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The OII Family Liaison program works with 
impacted families to keep them informed 
when OII is investigating the death of 
their loved one. 

OII assigns a family liaison to the family of 
the deceased whenever it begins an 
investigation. 

OII consults with Tribes on areas of mutual 
interest consistent with the Centennial 
Accord, an agreement between Federally 
recognized Tribes  in Washington and the 
State of Washington.

The OII Community Liaison program 
prioritizes and focuses on meaningful 
connection with the public about OII’s 
processes, policies and procedures. 

•	 Maintaining communication between 
family of the deceased and the OII 
investigation team.

•	 Providing advance notice to families 
before OII releases information publicly 
about the investigation. 

•	 Identify local community resources that 
may be available. 

•	 Facilitating communication when the Final 
Case Report is complete. 

•	 Connecting with all 29 Federally 
recognized Tribes in Washington to 
ensure ongoing communication and 
collaboration. 

•	 Assisting OII’s family liaisons working with 
impacted Tribal families. 

•	 Informing the Governor’s Office of Indian 
Affairs within 24 hours if a Tribal member 
has died during a use of deadly force 
incident. 

•	 Communicating with OII’s investigators, 
Tribal law enforcement, and Tribal 
leadership during the investigation.

•	 Being visible, approachable and available 
for community groups, non-profits, other 
government agencies, and advocacy 
organizations. 

•	 Identifying, organizing, or engaging in 
community events and gatherings. 

•	 Working with OII Tribal and family liaisons 
to ensure information is available to 
communities affected by a deadly use of 
force incident.

More information:

oii.wa.gov/information-families

familyliaisons@oii.wa.gov

More information:

oii.wa.gov/tribal-relations

tribalrelations@oii.wa.gov

More information:

oii.wa.gov/community

community@oii.wa.gov
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