ADVISORY BOARD MEETING aOI INDEPENDENT

INVESTIGATIONS

Date: January 27, 2026
Time: 5:15 PM - 7:15 PM

Attendees:
Advisory Board Members Present:
Fred Thomas, Co-Chair Eric Drever, Co-Chair
Jerrell Wills Philip Harju
James Schrimpsher Faapouaita Leapai
Norma Gallegos Monisha Harrell
Tony Golik Susie Kroll
Brooke Foley

Advisory Board Members Absent: None.

OII Staff Present:

Jane Nesbitt, Acting Director Tracy Lapps, Director of Investigations

Annette Taylor, Legislative Director Jessica Berliner, Senior Legal and Policy
Advisor

Angie Smith, Director of Tribal Relations Vicki Kamin, Director of Administrative
Services

Joanna Carns, Legislative, Rules, and Hector Castro, Director of Communications

Advisory Board Coordinator and Community Relations

Minutes
Welcome

e Meeting called to order at 5:15 pm once quorum was met. Eric Drever
welcomed participants.

e New Advisory Board member Brooke Foley introduced herself. Brooke was
appointed to the Advisory Board on November 25, 2025, to fill the vacancy
for a defense attorney representative.

e Eric reviewed the agenda and asked for any additions to the agenda. Tony
Golik requested to add to the agenda a discussion about OII's plan to
respond to a federal officer's use of deadly force. Eric agreed to add this
topic under the Open Discussion.

e James Schrimpsher moved to approve the November minutes; Philip Harju
seconded. All approved, none opposed.

OII Investigations Update
e Tracy Lapps provided an overview and update on all OII investigations,
including the most recent incident under investigation, which occurred in
Lacey, WA, on January 21, 2026.
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Agency Leadership Transition

Jane Nesbitt provided information on her plan to continue moving the
agency forward in her role as Acting Director. The Advisory Board had
previously been informed that Director Roger Rogoff would be leaving the
agency as of March 3, 2026. The Governor's Office appointed Jane as Acting
Director until such time as a new director is officially confirmed.

Under Acting Director Nesbitt's leadership, the agency will continue forward
with its plans to open Region 2 in May and to make forward progress toward
statewide operations. OlII leadership and staff have come together to support
the Acting Director in her new role and no additional staff departures have
been reported.

Monisha Harrell requested a meeting with the Governor's Office in March or
April to better understand next steps to permanently fill the Director’s
position.

Eric Drever announced his planned retirement from the Tukwila Police
Department on April 30, 2026. A discussion followed regarding the “co-chair”
position, including review of RCW 43.102.130. A request was made to inquire
whether the Governor routinely appoints the chair of a board. Acting Director
Nesbitt indicated that she had sent a request for information to the
Governor's Office of Boards and Commissions and will report back. The topic
will be included on the February meeting agenda for further discussion.

Open Discussion

A discussion was held about OII's potential authority and role in investigating
a federal officer’s use of deadly force, including discussion of various
scenarios. Jessica Berliner informed the board it is the agency’s position that
local and state authorities have concurrent jurisdiction to investigate
potential criminal actions by federal officers. However, OII's enabling statute
is written such that OII only has authority over Washington officers. OIl's
agency-request legislation currently before the legislature modifies OIl's
jurisdiction to include all “peace officers,” consistent with the requirement of
an independent investigation of use of deadly force by a “peace officer”
under I-940. OII is meeting with various prosecutors and law enforcement
agencies to get a broader perspective. Board members made additional
suggestions. Eric Drever requested an update on this issue, either at the next
board meeting or preferably sooner.

Legislative Update

Annette Taylor provided the agency’s legislative update. The public hearing
on OII's agency request legislation, HB 2508, was held in the House




ADVISORY BOARD MEETING aOI INDEPENDENT

INVESTIGATIONS

Community Safety Committee just prior to the start of this board meeting.
Annette and Jessica Berliner testified on behalf of the agency. The bill is
expected to be in executive session on Monday. A description of the public
testimony was given. The agency plans to submit an amendment regarding
involved agency notification, which is being worked on in collaboration with
the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs.

e Governor Ferguson held a joint press conference with Attorney General
Brown yesterday (January 26, 2026) to address state government actions
taken in response to recent federal activity in Minneapolis. Acting Director
Nesbitt, Annette, and Jessica will be meeting with the Governor’s Public
Safety Advisor to discuss OlIl's role in those state government actions, if any.

e Annette also updated the Advisory Board regarding the weekly OII legislative
calls, that include Advisory Board members and interested parties.

e Phil Harju asked about the status of the bill to establish an independent
prosecutor. Annette indicated the bill is still in Senate Ways and Means.

Investigations Manual
e Jessica Berliner advised that she will be sending a copy of the OII
Investigations Manual to the Advisory Board for their awareness.

Advisory Board Work
e Joanna Carns led a discussion about Advisory Board recognition for former
Director Roger Rogoff. The Advisory Board voted to provide an engraved
plaque in recognition of Roger’s service as the inaugural director of OII.
e Joanna Carns also solicited suggestions for locations to hold the May
Advisory Board work session, to be held on the western side of the state.

Closing
e Meeting adjourned at 6:31 pm.

OII Mission: To conduct fair, thorough, transparent, and competent investigations.
OII Vision: All investigations of police use of force will be free from bias and trusted by everyone.




